Archdiocesan Council of Galveston-Houston

' Donation Guidelines

Making Your Donations Go Further

When residents donate unusable or hazardous goods to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, the cost to properly dispose of these items reduces funding
that could otherwise support our efforts in caring for individuals and families in
need. By following a few easy guidelines you can make your donation go farther
to benefit the life of another.

e Questioning your Donation? Check with us before donating. We are happy to
discuss what you have to donate and decide if it matches our needs.

e Ingeneral, all donated items should be gently-used, clean, and in working
condition.

e Clothing should be washed or dry-cleaned. Remove lint and pet hair, fold neatly, and
place in bags or boxes.

e Furniture must be in good condition. It must be structurally sound and have no
stains, rips, holes, or discoloration.

« Store space can be limited, so consider donating seasonal items at the right times.
It is much easier to sell Christmas Trees in November than in February.

o Some items may be unsafe to reuse (for example: a toy that has been recalled, a
damaged bike helmet, or wood painted with lead based paint). Electrical items;
sports, medical and exercise equipment; and children's goods should all be examined
carefully and tested before donating. The Consumers' Product Safety
Commission is a good place to check on product safety issues.

o If your donation is electronics, small appliances, or battery-operated items
make sure they work. We don’t always have volunteers available to repair these
items. If you donate a broken item, it can be expensive for SVdP to properly dispose
of it.

e SVdP cannot accept household hazardous waste items like cleaners, fluorescent
lamps, or paints.

« Other Donations not accepted: Tires, paint, pianos or organs not in good working
order, fiberglass bath tubs and showers, porcelain commodes and sinks, waterbeds,
built-in appliances, microwaves, press board furniture, non-working appliances and
TV's, console stereos, encyclopedias, ceiling fans or light fixtures, wet or soiled
clothing, and wet, soiled, ripped or torn upholstery pieces or bedding. Playpens,
child safety seats, unframed glass/mirrors, wire hangers, typewriters/word
processors, computers, printers, carpet or padding, windows, doors, or screens,
drapery rods and blinds.

All donations must be suitable for a friend in need’s self-sufficiency or resale.

SVdP Donations Coordinator (281) 272-0110



The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Galveston-Houston
Your Donations needed to help the life of another

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Stores sell donated merchandise to
help offset the costs of the emergency services and recovery programs
provided to individuals and families in need. Bringing items directly to one of
our store locations helps keep costs down, however, for larger items, pick up
arrangements can be made.

Suggested Donations for Thrift Store Ministry

Clothing and Shoes Accessories, belts, ties, gloves, hats
Household Decorations Small Appliances
Washers Dryers

Stoves Refrigerators

Freezers Tools

Window Air Conditioners & Fans Medical Supplies
Bicycles Beds

Antiques Linens & Blankets

Clean Mattresses Décor Rugs

Music and Video tapes TV's & Stereo Equipment
VCR's and DVD Players Framed Art

Books Lawn Equipment
Furniture — sofas, chairs, tables, House Wares

dressers, lamps, desks

Jewelry Purses, backpacks

Store Locations open Tuesday — Saturday 10:00 am — 5:00 pm
WASHINGTON STORE 2020 Washington Ave 77007 (713) 862-2605
BELLAIRE STORE 5236 Cedar Bellaire 77401 (713) 669-9410




